
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 31 May 2001] 

 p839c-840a 
Ms Margaret Quirk 

 [1] 

FATHER TOM GAINE 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.59 pm]:  Today I pay tribute to a person who has made a vital contribution to the 
Girrawheen community for the past 22 years - Father Tom Gaine.  Father Gaine leaves his parish at Our Lady of 
Mercy, Girrawheen this weekend to return to Ireland.  Father Tom arrived in Girrawheen in 1979 after stints in 
Northam, York, Quairading, Kalgoorlie, East Victoria Park, Claremont, Pinjarra and at Stella Maris Seafarers 
Centre.  When he first came to Girrawheen, there was no church, and mass was held in the local Catholic 
primary school.  Under his stewardship, a magnificent church was built, and, more importantly, under him a 
thriving parish with a vigorous and multicultural congregation was established and continues to prosper.  He was 
ably assisted in this work by long-time pastoral assistant Elizabeth Brennan.   

Parishioners who have known Father Tom for many years describe him as “down to earth” and a “friend of the 
people”, as a person who worked well and closely with other denominations and as someone who fostered and 
encouraged the young in our community.   

From my observations, Father Tom is a person of enormous compassion and intellectual rigour, with a well-
honed sense of social justice and an enduring commitment especially to Aboriginal reconciliation.  In a civic 
ceremony today, the City of Wanneroo will pay tribute to Father Tom.  Unfortunately, my commitments in this 
place mean that I will be unable to attend.  It only remains to say, Father Tom -  

May the road rise up to meet you,  
May the wind be always at your back,  
May the sun shine warm upon your face,  
and until we meet again,  
May God keep you in the palm of his hand. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


